
 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

This past week, our Director of Education, Ken Thurston launched the newly 

revised Mission, Vision, and Values for the York Region Board of Education.  

As we continue to move through a renewal within our board we also are 

embracing our new YRDSB slogan Inspire Learning.  At Ross Doan Public 
School we inspire learning in a multitude of ways.  In order to engage our 

young students as contributing members of our school we are constantly 

refining our own practices as educators.  We encourage innovation, 

creativity, and critical thinking through the differentiated approaches that 

we are implementing across all subjects. 

 

At our recent Parents Reaching Out (PRO) Evening, we offered several 

opportunities for parents to learn more about how we are teaching 

mathematics to align with Ontario Ministry of Education expectations.  We 

also offered opportunities for parents to learn more about how we are 

embracing technology as an educational tool to extend learning beyond 

traditional means.  Parents also had an opportunity to interact with staff from 

Ross Doan PS, Roselawn PS, and Sixteenth Avenue Public School and each 

other to address topics relevant to the needs of students and our school 

community. 

 

We will extend ourselves to you once again by inviting you to our Open 

House event that we will be hosting during the morning of Thursday, February 

20th.  More information will follow shortly.  Mark you calendars!  We hope that 

you will join us and learn more about the meaningful learning experiences 

that our students are immersed in. 

 

I want to also inform you that Ms. McDougall and Ms. Saiphoo will be on 

leave until March Break.  Taking on their responsibilities are Ms. Malik and 

Mme. Thatcher.  We thank them for their efforts as they provide a seamless 

continuation of the classroom programming. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bernadette Smith, 

Principal 
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Administrative Staff 

Principal 

     Mrs. Bernadette Smith 

 

Office Staff 

     Mrs. Cathy Eden 

     Ms. Rose Kipling 

     Phone:  905-884-4022 

     Fax:    905-884-4025 
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Superintendent 

     Mrs. Karen Friedman 

     Phone:  905-884-4477 

Trustee 

     Ms. Carol Chan 

     Phone:  416-575-7543 

Daily Schedule Gr. 1-4 

Entry Bell 8:55 a.m. 

Instructional   9:00-10:40  

Recess 10:40-11:10 

Instructional 11:10-12:50 

Lunch  12:50-1:50 

Instructional  12:50 - 3:30 

Dismissal           3:30 p.m. 

Character Trait 

FAIRNESS 

School Goal 

KEEP HALLS TIDY 

 

Daily Schedule JK/SK 

Entry Bell 8:55 a.m. 

Instructional   9:00-12:00 

Recess/Lunch 12:00-1:30 

Instructional 1:30-3:30 

Dimissal 3:30pm 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/page.cfm?id=MVV000001
http://globalnews.ca/video/1070130/ontario-minister-of-education-stresses-importance-of-math-education


 

Message from our Trustee 

This is an exciting time for our Board.  We recently launched our new Mission, Vision and Values, and the 

Board’s first slogan – Inspire Learning! 

Our new mission statement – to advance student achievement and well-being through public education, 

which motivates learners, fosters inclusion, inspires innovation and builds community – will help to guide 

our work and move us forward in the months and years ahead. 

Thank you to everyone who shared their input.  We look forward to bringing these statements to life in our 

school communities. 

We are now halfway through the school year, a good time to celebrate all that your children have 

achieved and to set goals for the rest of the year.  I encourage you to speak with your child not only 

about what they are learning, but also how they are learning.  There are so many exciting and innovative 

things happening in our schools. 

Best wishes for an enjoyable and successful second term. 

Tech. Talk 

Did you know that Ross Doan students 

have access to over 1,000 online 

levelled books? Our school is 

fortunate to have a subscription to 

the Raz-Kids reading program for each student in 

our school. Raz-Kids is an excellent resource to 

help students develop fluency and 

comprehension for a variety of texts. 

 

Each student is assigned an account, which 

allows him or her access to books at their own 

level. Within each level are many fiction and 

nonfiction titles, with options to read the story, 

listen to the story, and complete a 

comprehension quiz. Students are also able to 

earn star rewards for completing activities in their 

level. Stars can be used to purchase virtual 

objects for their personalized Raz rocketship. 

 

Students have access to this fun and educational 

resource both at school and at home. Simply log 

in at raz-kids.com and enter your teacher’s 

username. Raz-Kids also now has an app 

available for both Apple and Android devices. 

arts@baythorn 

 

Would your child enjoy learning the 

Ontario curriculum through the Arts? 

If so, the York Region District School 

Board offers an Elementary integrated Arts program 

at Baythorn Public School. Students currently in 

grades four and five may apply for the 

arts@baythorn program, where they will have the 

opportunity to explore the disciplines of Dance, 

Drama, Visual Arts, and Music while meeting the 

expectations of the Ontario Curriculum for grades 

five, six, seven, and eight. 

 

To learn more about the arts@baythorn program, 

students and their families are invited to attend an 

information evening at Baythorn Public School on 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Applications will be on line via the school website 

and available after January 16, 2014.  

http://www.baythorn.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

Valentine Sprinkle Cookies 

(Nut, peanut and Trans fat free,55g ) 

WHEN:  Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s  

  in your classroom at lunch. 

COST:  $1.00 each 



Family Literacy Week at Ross Doan 

During Family Literacy Week @ Ross Doan, students, staff and their families were involved in a variety of 

activities that support literacy.  Students shared their favourite books with their reading buddies and teachers 

displayed their most cherished children’s books throughout the school. Our 2014 Blue Spruce Reading Program 

was launched for our JK – Gr. 2 classes and our grades 3 and 4 classes continued to read their Silver Birch 

books.  This year, ABC Literacy Canada’s theme was “Fifteen Minutes of Fun,” and everyone joined in the fun 

as students competed in a school-wide Bingo game and then dropped everything to read together. Everyday 

after announcements our classes participated in a school-wide trivia tournament.  Family Literacy Week was 

one of the coldest weeks of the winter, but inside, students and staff stayed warm, dressed in their coziest 

pyjamas to celebrate literacy together.  Parents are encouraged to read, write, surf, sing and play together at 

home to continue the celebration all year long! 

 

2014 Blue Spruce Reading Program 

Over the next month, students in our kindergarten, grades one and two classes will be participating in the Blue 

Spruce Reading Program.  The program, sponsored by the Ontario Library Association and coordinated by 

Mrs. Blackman, our teacher-librarian, consists of students reading ten nominated picture books by Canadian 

authors and illustrators: 

A Good Trade, written by Alma Fullerton and illustrated by Karen Patkau 

I Dare You Not to Yawn, written by Helene Boudreau and illustrated by Serge Bloch 

If You Hold a Seed, written and illustrated by Elly MacKay 

In the Tree House, written by Andrew Larsen and illustrated by Dusan Petricic 

Mr. Zinger’s Hat, written by Cary Fagan and illustrated by Dusan Petricic 

Oddrey, written and illustration by Dave Whamond 

Sky Color, written and illustrated by Peter H. Reynolds 

This is Not My Hat, written and illustrated by Jon Klassen 

Uncle Wally’s Old Brown Shoe, written and illustrated by Wallace Edwards 

Willow Finds a Way, written by Lana Button and illustrated by Tanya Howells 

In early March, after reading all of the books, each student will have the chance to vote for his/her favourite 

book.  The 2014 winners of the Blue Spruce Award will be announced in May after all of the votes from 

throughout the province have been tabulated.   

 

2014 Silver Birch  Reading Program 
As noted in our last newsletter, all of our Grade 3 and 4 students will continue reading at least five books from 

nine nominated Silver Birch Express titles, independently or together with Mrs. Blackman or their homeroom 

teacher over the course of the next few months: 

And The Winner Is...Amazing Animal Athletes by Etta Kaner and David Anderson 

Ava and the Little Folk by Alan Neal and Neil Christopher 

Buzz About Bees by Kari-Lynn Winters 

Cryptic Canada: Unsolved Mysteries From Coast To Coast by Natalie Hyde and Matt Hammill 

Danny, Who Fell In A Hole by Cary Fagan 

The Gargoyle at the Gates by Philippa Dowding 

The Secret of the Village Fool by Rebecca Upjohn Snyder and Renne Benoit 

The Stamp Collector by Jennifer Lanthier and Francois Thisdale 

When I Get Older: The Story Behind “Wavin’ Flag” by K’Naan with Sol Guy and Rudy Gutierrez 

In late April, all of our Silver Birch readers will have the opportunity to vote for their favourite book.  Our 

school’s results will then be merged with the voting results of all other Ontario public and school libraries and 

the winners of the 2014 Silver Birch Awards will be announced in late May. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 3 4 TEN  TEN SPORT 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 TEN TEN SPORT 

 

PARENT  

COUNCIL 

MTG @ 6:30PM 

12 13 14 VALENTINE’S 

DAY  

 

REPORT  

CARDS 

HOME  

National 

Flag Day 

16 17  FAMILY DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

18 TEN TEN SPORT 19 20  PARENT 

CONFERENCE 

9:00 am—11:00 am 

 

 

 

21 LEGO LUNCH 

PROGRAM 

 

23 24 25 TEN TEN SPORT 26 27     GROW 

INTERACTIVE 

LEARNING 

SESSIONS 

GRADE 1-4 

28 29 
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Fax: 905-884-4025 

mailto:ross.doan.ps@yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

Website - http://rossdoan.ps.yrdsb.ca/ 



  
Information Night 
January 16th at 6:30pm

Workshops
February 22nd & March 2nd

ARTS @ BAYTHORN



Raising Cooperative, Respectful Children
“I need help! My kids won’t listen, go to bed, eat dinner, or do their homework without a fuss. They dawdle, argue, have

tantrums, ignore me, and fight with their siblings.” Sound familiar? Say goodbye to power struggles, attention-seeking,

and other common misbehaviours. This workshop is a must for every parent seeking the essential tools and strategies

needed to create a more harmonious, cooperative atmosphere in the home.

Building Your Child’s Self Esteem
“I’d like my children to feel good about themselves even when they encounter disappointments and frustration or find

themselves in tough situations.” Encouragement is more than saying “You’re a great kid.” This workshop gives you

strategies to help your children feel self-confident and happy with themselves — just as they are. Children with high

self-esteem have an advantage in dealing with life’s challenges. Perfectionism, praise, and handling mistakes positively

are all examined in this enlightening workshop.

Parenting Without Anger
“I’d like there to be less yelling and more listening in my home. I’d like my child to carry through with commitments. I’d

like to see more compassion, caring, and problem solving in my family.” All parents get angry but if you feel that anger is

having a negative impact on your family, this workshop is for you. You will learn how to reduce arguments and stress

by reaching solutions together. This workshop focuses on positive communication and problem solving to help you

maintain a respectful atmosphere in your family.

www.practicalparenting.ca • 905-508-5240• parenttalk.ca@gmail.com

One-on-One Parent Coaching
Our individual parenting consultations can help you reach your parenting goals.
In private, confidential, one-on-one sessions, you have an opportunity to zero in
on your own specific concerns, questions, and child-rearing challenges.
We also offer Family, Couple and Individual Counseling.

Newsletter!
Helpful tips, insightful articles, and
answers to your most perplexing
questions. Subscribe online.or email
parenttalk.ca@gmail.com.

Parent Talk presents
Parenting Workshops

Become the best parent you can be

Strategies • Tools • Solutions • Skills • Inspiration

Winter/Spring 2014

New e-book!
The Parenting Toolkit: Ten Extraordinary Inventions Guaranteed to Solve Real, Everyday Problems
by Karen Skinulis Fresh, entertaining, and not your run-of-the-mill parenting book. The Parenting Toolkit shows you
how ten essential parenting principles can bring out the best in your kids. Available online this winter.

WINTER/SPR ING COURSES

Karen Skinulis’
s



Parent	  Talk	  
Winter/Spring	  2014	  Workshop	  Schedule	  –	  York	  Region	  
Workshop	  #	   	  Location	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Address	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Room	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Day	   	  	  	  	  	  Dates	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Time	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  All	  prices	  include	  HST	  
Raising	  Cooperative,	  Respectful	  Children	  	  	  AND  	  Parenting	  Without	  Anger	  (both	  condensed)	  	  
Saturday	  Workshop	  -‐	  $65/person	  	  	  $115/couple	  
Woodbridge	  
1Y    Pierre Berton Resource Library         4921 Rutherford Rd (at Islington)       Boardroom              Saturday           Feb. 15        12:00 – 4:00pm 
Markham	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2Y    Markham Centennial C.C.                 8600 McCowan Rd  (N of Hwy 7)       Pool Training Rm.   Saturday            Apr. 5           1:00 – 5:00pm 
Richmond	  Hill	  
3Y     Aurora Public Library                        15145 Yonge St. (at Church)              Lebovic Rm             Saturday           Apr. 12        12:00 – 4:00pm 
Richmond	  Hill	  
4Y     Loyal True Blue & Orange Home      11181 Yonge St (N of Elgin Mills)      Room B13               Saturday            May 31        12:00 – 4:00pm 

Parenting	  Without	  Anger	  	  	  AND	  	  	  Building	  Your	  Child’s	  Self-‐Esteem	  (both	  condensed)	  
Saturday	  Workshop	  -‐	  $65/person	   $115/couple	  
Markham	  
5Y     Markham Centennial C.C.                8600 McCowan Rd. (N of Hwy 7)        Pool Training Rm     Saturday           Feb. 22        1:00 – 5:00pm 
Aurora	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
6Y     Aurora Public Library                       15145 Yonge St. (at Church)                Lebovic Rm              Saturday           Mar. 1         12:00 – 4:00pm 
Woodbridge	  
7Y     Pierre Berton Resource Library       4921 Rutherford Rd. (at Islington)         Boardroom               Saturday           Apr. 26        12:00 – 4:00pm	  

Raising	  Cooperative	  Respectful	  Children	  (condensed)	  AND	  Building	  Your	  Child’s	  Self-‐Esteem	   
Saturday	  Workshop	  -‐	  $65/person	  	  	  	  $115/couple	  
Richmond	  Hill	  	  	  	  
8Y	   Loyal True Blue & Orange Home    11181 Yonge St. (N of Elgin Mills)        Room B13              Saturday       Mar. 29        12:00 – 4:00pm 
Woodbridge                                 
9Y           Pierre Berton Resource Library        4921 Rutherford Rd. (at Islington)        Boardroom             Saturday       May 10         12:00 – 4:00pm 
Markham	  
10Y      	  	  	  	  	  Markham Centennial C.C.              8600 McCowan Rd. (N of Hwy 7)         Pool Training Rm   Saturday       May 24          1:00 – 5:00pm  	  

Raising	  Cooperative	  Respectful	  Children	  
Saturday	  Workshop	  -‐	  $65/person	  	  	  	  $115/couple	  
Aurora	  
11Y         Aurora Public Library                       15145 Yonge St. (at Church)               Lebovic Rm             Saturday        Feb. 8           12:00 – 4:00pm 
Markham	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
12Y        Markham Centennial C.C.                 8600 McCowan Rd  (N of Hwy 7)        Pool Training Rm.   Saturday        Mar. 22          1:00 – 5:00pm 
Parenting	  Without	  Anger	  
Saturday	  Workshop	  -‐	  $65/person	  	  	  	  $115/couple	  
Richmond	  Hill	  
13Y	  	   Loyal True Blue & Orange Home    11181 Yonge St. (N of Elgin Mills)        Room B13           Saturday         Feb. 1         12:00 – 4:00pm 
Richmond	  Hill	  
14Y	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Loyal True Blue & Orange Home    11181 Yonge St. (N of Elgin Mills)        Room B13              Saturday         Jun. 7          12:00 – 4:00pm 

Building	  Your	  Child’s	  Self	  Esteem	  
One	  evening	  workshop	  -‐	  $40/person	  	  	  $70/couple	  
Richmond	  Hill	  
15Y         Loyal True Blue & Orange Home    11181 Yonge St. (N of Elgin Mills)         Room B13             Thursday         Feb. 27        6:30 -- 8:30pm   

Register	  Online	  at	  	  www.practicalparenting.ca 

For	  other	  payment	  options,	  please	  call	  	  905-‐508-‐5240	  	  or	  e-‐mail	  	  	  parenttalk.ca@gmail.com	  
Order	  Books	  Online:	  www.practicalparenting.ca	  	  [Prices	  include	  taxes,	  shipping	  &	  handling]	  
Parent	  Talk,	  50	  Quick	  solutions	  to	  the	  Most	  Common	  Parenting	  Challenges,	  by	  Shapiro	  &	  Skinulis	  $25	  	  
Practical	  Parenting,	  A	  Common	  Sense	  Guide	  to	  Raising	  Cooperative,	  Self-‐Reliant	  and	  Loving	  Children	  by	  Shapiro	  &	  Skinulis	  $25	  	  	  	  
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